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iffiSCRAHBUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT) Meeting with Anthony and Vera 8HUMEQC0 


1. X made arrangements by telephone with Vera SHBMSYEO to meet 
her and her In Hew York on Tuesday evening, 10 July 19©1. 

Upon arrival I called her at her office. We agreed to meet for din- 
ner at the Hotel Sheraton-Atlantlc, where I was expecting to stay* 


2. Me set at 2000 hours as previously arranged. X was intro* 
ducted to Anthony SHUMEm> for the first time under the alias (1 1 

r* J Conversation at dinner was Halted to snail talk, la the 
morse WP i&leh X tried to draw out A n tho ny. I received the Impres- 
slon that he Is to sene extent dominated by his wife by virtue of 
the fact that he is an employee of the travel business which she owns 
sm d as a result of her superior educ a ti ona l background* Vera ls^ cen- 
tered on herself rather than those around her, and she does not hesi- 
tate to deprecate various qualities or lack of them in her husb a nd * 

Be does not seen to take offense, but good^saturely admits the truth 
of her deprecations. Vera's habit does not spring f*«a maliciousness, 
but from a simple conviction that what she says is true, as it mi g ht 
be in seme cases. Vera also has the irritating habit of raftering to 
her in the third parson In kU presence. Despite these idio- 


syncrasies the two stem devoted and veil adjusted to each other. 

3 . The SEUMEYKQs described some experiences of previous tours of 
the USSR and problems they had had with ambers of their tour groups 
who were too outspoken, to© rash or showed a lack of good Judgment la 
other ways. X found this recognition of unwise conduct heartening, as 
it seamed to Indicate a probable understanding of what they would be 
up against on sa operational mission. They know Soviet reality, have 
been pushed around by labourist, and they have experienced difficulties 

as film confiscation, labourist route run-arounds and other chronic 
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discomfitures experienced by those who travel in the USSR. Both des- 
pise the Soviet system and the USSR and are returning only because of 
business. 

4 * Following dinner, X took the SKJJEXgjDs to ay room *t the 
StaUar-Hilboa for serious conversation . fflie BSJMKlOa first clgaed 
secrecy agreements after fir significance had been explained to thou. 

I then told then that my agency was interested in their trip sad par* 
tiaularly In shat they sight see while traveling. I asked whether 
they would be willing to cooperate with us by allowing t hems el v es to 
be briefed prior to their departure so that they knew what to look for. 
With little hesitation they both agreed. We discussed In general terms 
various aspects of Soviet life end activity which are of interest to 
this Agency* feeling myself on very firm ground with the couple X 
brought the question up of phot sography, di s c ussi ng the advantages of 
photography aver visual observation. Xhsy d i s cu s s ed their own experi- 
ences in photography in the USSR, exhibiting cons id e ra ble knowledge of 
what could and eould not be done safely* I stated that our di s cussi o n 
was philosophical only and that It was unlikely that X would ask them 
to do any special photography. 

5. X next brought up Contact with Soviet cltixeaas, a subject on 
which, again, they were well versed* ffcey did not consider contact 
with Soviet eitlsen* as im possib l e from the safety standpoint or erven 
very dungarees provided that one always used comaan sense and kept him- 
self covered with a plausible story. Xn the end they seemed completely 
willing to accept either a photographic or contact mission provided 
that they bad plausible cover in either or both cases. Staring estab- 
lished the degree to which they would c o ope ra te, and without asking say 
definite statement as to our intention, X conc l uded the conversation by 
ofiH.affi the couple to fill cut personal history statements, which they 
Aid quite willingly. 

6. We agreed that I would phone than con cer nin g suhceyssat meet* 
lags prior to their departure. Xt was understood that they would be 
briefed in cue or two evenings in Sew fora, since they rare extremely 
busy getting ready for their trip and were voxklag literally night and 
day* 

7. She SBUHRXKDa exhibited several qualities which recommend 
them as BEWKISera. First, having been in the USSR, they are over that 
condition of Shock which seems to affect most travelers, inc lu d in g our 
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ora. ufaon t ^y bit tite© UBSS for te first time* ^isf & boc& 

usually mnifQBts i taelf in mixed feelings of foar, helplessness, 
aa & futility* SQyo^BXBOii vouXd be f&irly tas BuaQ to 

this condition. Second, the ^fl®QS>s eadhibited caceelJmt coaBBon 
iMiBfMm yaMgfllM itffaft.fr dft a iai cannot be dose by a toveto In the 
USSR, Ifrirfl, they were willing to cooperate right denm the line 
as as they felt that ttoy no niA hwt 4 reasoxtsblo 
for itaterar action ne itoM ask than to take. Based on the&e eoa« 
si&erationa, X recommend tint they be given an operational aAasl o a 
of acme kind, depending upon oar need* and the results of sukseqpeat 
tooting and training of the couple* 
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